
European Federation of Energy Communities

Cross-Border Energy Communities

Interract Webinar – Wed. 08 October 2025 

Daan Creupelandt



Why you should care about energy communities

• Support clean energy transition and help public authorities meet climate targets

• Engagement & buy-in from local actors

• Foster social acceptance for the energy transition

• Retain profits in the local community

• Keep individual investments affordable

• Tackle energy poverty



A few words about 

• European Federation of Energy Communities
• Registered as non-profit association under Belgian law
• Established in 2013 
• HQ in Brussels 
• 20 people staff
• Members-based organisation
• Network of 2.500 initiatives operating across the EU
• Energy communities and support structures (coops & federations)



Core activities

• Capacity Building

• Energy Community Platform

• Technical Assistance

• Networking

• Members Working Groups

• Policy

• Gender Power & Inclusion 

• Flexibility

• Citizen-Led Renovation

• District Heating & Cooling

• Public Finance

• Financial Support

• Policy Support

• Communications



Energy Community Platform



Technical Assistance



Networking



Member Working Groups



Financial Support



Activities & Business Models



Activities & Business Models

• Electricity
• RES Generation

• RES Distribution

• RES Supply

• RES Generation & Supply

• Aggregation 

• Storage

• Monitoring 

• Transportation
• EV Sharing

• Heating & Cooling
• District Heating & Cooling

• Aquathermal Energy

• Energy Efficiency
• Citizen-Led Renovation



RES Generation

- Copenhagen, Denmark
- Constructed in 1999
- Next to CPH airport
- Shared ownership with DONG Energy
- 50% owned by 10.000 local citizens
- NIMBY - YIMBY



RES Distribution (DSO)

- Black Forest, Germany
- Touched by the nuclear accident in Tsjernobyl (1986)
- Local citizens decided to take over the local grid
- They set up a cooperative called EWS Schönau
- DSO, RES generation, RES & Heat supply



RES Generation & Supply

- Flanders, Belgium
- Energy community gathering 67.000 households
- Make joint investments
- RES Generation
- RES Supply as a licenced retailer)



RES Supply 

- Paris, France
- Founded in 2005
- Green electricity retailer
- Buys electricity from local sources
- Currently extending activities to include production



EV Sharing

• Co-founded by REScoop.eu
• Result from Members Working Group
• Based in Bruges, Belgium
• TMF provides IT solutions in context of e-car sharing
• This allows starters to focus on “easy” things



The potential of EU prosumership 



In Summary

• CBEC are a tool for better cohesion and social acceptance
• Cross-border collaboration is much needed 
• Available EU instruments for Energy Communities

• ERDF & Joint Transition Fund

• Interreg

• Life

• Connecting Europe Facility 

• The EU Commission proposes to quadruple the CEF budget to 
€81.4 billion in the next EU budget (2028-2034)



Constraints with current programmes

• Finance tracker revealed that few MS have allocated funding

• Programmes & funds are often designed top-down 

• Managing authorities fail to reach energy communities

• Managing authorities often fail to understand needs 

• Corporate caputure remains persistent

https://www.rescoop.eu/policy/financing-tracker
https://www.rescoop.eu/policy/financing-tracker
https://www.rescoop.eu/policy/financing-tracker


Key demands for future programmes  
• Foster cross-border collaboration
• Support Energy Communities with:

• New resources and materials
• Technical Assistance programmes
• Networking opportunities
• Exchange & collaboration
• Lump sum grants to develop a business plan
• Access to finance

• Align with networks of energy communities & support structures to:
• Identify local needs & allow for contextualization
• Highlight calls thus maximizing outreach
• Example from France

https://www.rescoop.eu/news-and-events/stories/success-story-ensuring-eu-funds-reach-local-energy-communities
https://www.rescoop.eu/news-and-events/stories/success-story-ensuring-eu-funds-reach-local-energy-communities


In need of support ?



www.rescoop.eu

daan.creupelandt@rescoop.eu

http://www.rescoop.eu/
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